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Thanks to our partners and donors, HPIC has increased access to medicine for children and adults in remote and 
rural regions, vulnerable communities and for people affected by conflict and natural disasters.
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HPIC’s Emergency Response

In Kerala, months of torrential monsoon rains left 
millions displaced and homeless, fighting to be 
reunited with family. As it was the worst flooding in 
India for over a century, HPIC’s main concern for Kerala 
patients was waterborne illness and dehydration. HPIC 
responded with two airlift shipments of vital medicine 
provided to the local ministry of health.

In a disaster or emergency, HPIC connects with our 
partners to ensure their safety and establish their 
need, mobilizes emergency appeals for donations, and 
dispatches medicine to areas of highest need. 

This year, HPIC was determined to respond to the 
internally displaced people (IDPs) and refugee crises 
around the world. We sent Humanitarian Medical 
Kits, which could be easily mobilized, to an IDP 
camp in northern Nigeria and to Rohingyan refugees 
in Bangladesh. We also supported Iraq and Syria, 
providing medicine to a network of under-resourced 
clinics and hospitals. We will be continuing our support 
of refugees in 2019.

Building Capacity in Ghana

HPIC initiated a three-year project in Ghana to improve 
maternal, newborn and child health in the Ashanti 
region. The project, called Obaatanpa meaning Good 
Mother in the Twi dialect, focuses on supporting nine 
rural facilities, which provide health services to the 
local community.

Over the past year, HPIC has worked diligently with 
the local health authorities to enhance capacity 
and to refurbish the storerooms of the partnering 
health facilities, as well as establish a district 
pharmaceutical distribution centre. Staff were trained 
on pharmaceutical management, including good 
storage and inventory practices. Additionally, 
through the generosity of the Canadian 
pharmaceutical and healthcare industry, 60,000 
treatments were provided to the project health 
facilities.

Country

Dominican Republic
DRC
Ghana
Ghana

Guatemala
Haiti
Honduras

Project - Partner

HOPE
Heal Africa
MamaCare Project
Obaatanpa Maternal and 
Child Health Project
Food for the Poor US
Food for the Poor Canada
HOPE

Major Projects in 2018

Country

Jamaica
Kenya
Malawi
Malawi
Nicaragua
Swaziland
Zimbabwe

Project - Partner

Food for the Poor Canada 
Pamoja Project
K2 Foundation 
MotherCare Project
Plan Canada
CBM Canada 
The Salvation Army 
SHOW
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Fixing Vulnerable Eyes

Dr. Susan Wallace, a BC ophthalmologist, helped 
establish an eye clinic in Zambia. Twice a year, 
she requests specific medicine to serve the large 
portion of the world’s blind population, residing in 
Africa. As most vision loss is treatable, Dr. Wallace 
is able to restore sight. 

Dr. Wallace told us, “There is always one patient 
who stands out and this time it was a sweet 
84-year-old man. He spent all his money to get to 
us. When we took the patch off the day after his 
surgery his vision was 20/40!  I have never seen a 
happier man.  He went around shaking everyone’s 
hand, pointing out the window and exclaiming 
how beautiful the sky was. He had all the patients 
smiling.”

Helping Women Give Birth 

Midwives are few and far between in many rural 
areas across Africa, and without experienced help 
the risks to pregnant mothers and newborn babies 
increase. HPIC sent medicine and equipment kits 
to over 50 frontline care workers in Ghana and 
Malawi, to support their efforts in rural areas. 

These workers were trained in essential skills 
to provide antenatal, delivery and post-natal 
care for mothers, as well as pediatric care for 
young children. Dosu Peace, one of the training 
participants in Ghana said, “I now have the basic 
midwifery equipment to work at the health centre. 
I can now detect early complications of a pregnant 
woman and make timely referrals to the hospital.” 

One of the mothers supported by these projects in 
Malawi was Mervis. Mervis arrived at a clinic with 
high blood pressure and anemia during her second 
month of pregnancy. The clinic supplied her with 
donated iron pills and arranged for transportation 
to and from appointments. She was taught proper 
nutrition and gave birth to a healthy 6.8 lb baby. 

• Initiated a project training 50 healthcare
workers to service rural communities in Ghana

• Supported a mobile women’s outreach
program in Nigeria, which provided prenatal
screening, medications and health education

• Completed a 3 year project supplying
medication to support the health of mothers
and children in 28 rural communities
throughout Malawi

• Supplied 16 containers with a total of 57
tonnes of medicine and medical supplies to
help strengthen clinics and hospitals in rural
areas of Latin America and the Caribbean

• Supported over 150 Canadian medical mission
teams with Humanitarian Medical Kits

• Had close to 200 pharma and community
volunteers contribute 800 hours of time
to our work
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Photo: International Vision Volunteers Canada

Photo: Asanko Gold



Health Partners International of Canada is the only charity licensed by Health Canada to handle donated 
medicines for vulnerable communities in the developing world. Since 1990 HPIC has led a made-in-
Canada movement to increase access to medicine and improve health in the developing world and for 
communities in crisis. HPIC equips medical mission teams, stocks clinics and hospitals in developing 
communities, mobilizes medical relief during emergencies and builds local capacity.  www.hpicanada.ca

 

Engage with HPIC

Major Healthcare Industry Supporters in 2018
Accel Pharma Inc 

Allergan
Apotex

Aspen Pharmacare Canada Inc 
AstraZeneca Canada
Baxter Corporation

Bayer Inc
Becton, Dickinson and Company 

Boehringer Ingelheim (Canada) Ltd 
Cardinal Health Inc

Diversey
Ethicon

Eli Lilly and Company 
Fresenius Kabi Canada 

GlaxoSmithKline Inc 
Henry Schein

Janssen Canada
Johnson & Johnson Inc

 Laboratoire LS Inc 
Marcan
Merck

Mint Pharmaceuticals 
Novartis

 Omega Laboratories 
Paladin Labs

Patterson Dental
Pfizer Canada Inc 

Pharmascience Inc 
Ranbaxy 
Sandoz

Searchlight Pharma 
Shoppers Home Health Care 

Takeda Canada Inc 
Teligent 

Teva Canada Limited

Vita
 
Health Products Inc.

Pharmaceutical and community 
volunteers support our programs 
and staff team, providing 
an active role in our success while 
connecting with a cause they care 
about. Packing Humanitarian Medical 
Kits, knitting comfort dolls, or using 
other skills for major projects, 
volunteers generously give their time 
to help our mission move forward.

This year, HPIC began its virtual 
reality tour to its many partners and 
donors. This unique and innovative 
experience is enabling 

thousands of Canadians to witness 
the impact of HPIC’s unique mission 
and collaboration through a 5 
minute virtual reality visit to a 
Haitian community. This view of our 
work in the field brought many to 
tears of appreciation at how the 
delivery of medicines can change 
the lives of so many. 

For more information 
on volunteering with HPIC or 
setting up a VR 
event, please contact 
volunteers@hpicanada.ca.

Significant Supporters

The Charis Foundation
Ptarmigan Charitable Foundation  
Unifor Social Justice Fund
Global Excel Management Inc. 
Asanko 
Canadian Generic Pharmaceutical 
Association
Consumer Health Products Canada 
Innovative Medicines Canada 
IQVIA
MEDEC
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